Front of the House: Dining Together in Objects and Images
Call for Submissions

This exhibition will present serving ware and art created by American artists that are fit for the table, or represent gathering to share a meal. Front of the House—restaurant lingo for where guests are seated—is open to works from the purely functional to the fanciful and even conceptual, and can include two-dimensional works. 
To gather around food is an elemental ritual, a key aspect of everyday life across cultures and time. Artisans create serving pieces with their users in mind, and they can reflect and signify a host’s desire to provide hospitality. This exhibition will feature contemporary serving ware--plates, bowls, vessels, utensils, table settings, linens, etc.—designed to be presented with pride and generosity. It is also open to two-dimensional works such as still lives and other images of food and gathering. 
Exhibit Dates: June 16-July 23, 2017
Juror: Amy Kurtz Lansing, Curator, Florence Griswold Museum

Eligibility: This exhibition is open to works in all media, including mixed media. Open to U.S. residents.
Awards: $300 in prizes to be awarded by the juror.
Entries: Each artist may submit up to three (3) works; a collection of works (a table setting, or set of glassware, for example) may count as one work. Each work may be represented by two separate images: one full view and one detail view. Work must be submitted in high resolution digital format. For each entry please note: Title; Media; Size/Dimensions; Retail price or not for sale/insurance value. Email entries to: gallery@guilfordartcenter.org.
Entry Fee: $25.00. Includes up to three (3) submissions. Make check payable to Guilford Art Center and mail to 411 Church Street, Guilford, CT 06437. Or call the Center with credit card (203-453-5947). Payment must be received to be eligible. 
Entry Deadline: April 21, 2017.
Conditions: All entries must be original and must be completed within the last 2 years. The Center reserves the right to reject entries that do not meet these requirements or is deemed unstable. Shipped work that differs from submitted images will not be accepted. Work damaged in shipping will regretfully not be presented. All accepted work must have proper identification. No accepted work may be picked up before the closing of the exhibition.  Work may be available for sale or must be identified as NFS. The retail price or insurance value provided on the entry form will be used; no changes may be made after the work is shipped.

Shipping: Shipping costs are the responsibility of the artist; Guilford Art Center appreciates this aspect of artist responsibility, since we are a nonprofit organization. A check for return shipping, including the cost of insurance, must accompany delivered work. Work damaged in shipping will not be presented. Detailed packing/unpacking/handling instructions must accompany all works. Please label all exterior and interior boxes and crates with artist name and title of work.

Hand Delivery: Please call the Center to make an appointment for hand delivery/pickup at 203.453.5947 x12, or email gallery@guilfordartcenter.org.

Receiving Deadline: All work must be received no later than these dates.

Sales/Insurance: A 40% commission on all sales will be retained by the Center. Artists must indicate sale price and insurance value or, if NFS, just insurance value. Submission of work to this exhibit is done so at the artist’s risk and implies an agreement on the part of the artist to all the conditions of this Call for Submission. GAC will not be responsible for loss or damage to work in transit, however, work will be insured while in the Guilford Art Center facility.

Because of the special nature of this exhibition, direct orders and/or custom orders from GAC visitors may likely, and will hopefully, result. We ask that participating artists agree to pay GAC a 20% commission on initial sales that are a direct result of works being seen in this exhibition.

Publicity: Guilford Art Center reserves the right to photograph entries for the purposes of documentation, education and publicity. Accepted artists are encouraged to send to the Center a resume, artist statement, brochures, and additional photographic materials of the accepted work for publicity purposes.

Show Schedule: 

· Application due: April 21, 2016                              

· Artist Notification: May 5, 2016                         
· Receiving: May 29-June 2, 2016 (Shipped/by appointment)
· Opening reception: June 9, 2016 (5-7pm)
· Closing:  July 23, 2016                                     

· Deinstallation/pick up: July 24-28 (Shipped/by appointment)
For more information please contact Guilford Art Center at 203-453-5947, or visit www.guilforartcenter.org.

